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For Immediate Release:

MINORITIES. OTHERS SOUGHT FOR RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES ON EIU CAMPUS
CHARLESTON - Eastern Illinois University's Army ROTC will be looking for several
hundred good men and women this week when it co-sponsors a spring American Red Cross
blood drive on the university's campus.
Members of the Coles County-area community are invited to join EIU students, faculty
and staff in giving blood between the hours of 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. Thursday, April12.
A second Red Cross blood drive - the Charles Drew Dedicated Blood Drive - will take
place from 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, April13. Although anyone eligible may donate blood on this day,
organizers hope to target minorities in the fight against sickle cell disease.
Both drives are scheduled to take place in the University Ballroom of Eastern's
University Union.
Walk-ins are welcome; however, appointments for either day may be made by phoning
(217) 581-6383.
Eastern's Department of Military Science will assist the Red Cross with Thursday's drive.
Students and other interested persons are encouraged to give blood and find out more about
the Army ROTC program at the university, including information about financial aid for college
educations.
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Participants will be eligible for free dog-tags and t-shirts while supplies last. National
Guard representatives also will be on hand to answer questions and provide information about
opportunities available in the Illinois Army National Guard.
Between 1 and 3 p.m., radio 92.1 - "The Party"- will air live from the University
Ballroom. T-shirts also will be given away.
Friday's drive is specifically designed to attract African-Americans and other minorities
who are struck especially hard by sickle cell disease, said Tracy Torbeck, donor recruitment
representative. (Those wishing to donate blood on Thursday may have their blood tagged and
counted towards Friday's drive.)
Sickle cell disease is most common in people whose ancestors came from Africa,
Central America, South America, Caribbean nations, Mediterranean countries, and India or
Near Eastern countries.
When the red cells of people with sickle cell disease don't get enough oxygen, the cells
change shape, becoming long and curved, much like the blade of the cutting tool called a
"sickle." These cells can get stuck in blood vessels and keep blood from reaching other parts
of the body, thus causing pain and, sometimes, damage to the body's internal organs and/or
stroke.
Frequent blood transfusions are one way in which sickle cell disease, if serious enough,
can be treated. Blood from individuals of the same ethnicity seem to produce the most
favorable results and have been proven to reduce the risk of stroke among children with sickle
cell disease.
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